Taking Better Pictures

With Your Digital Camera

©2009 Charlie Sawyer
CharlieSawyer.Com
Wilderness Coast Public Libraries

WildernessCoast.Org
Wilderness Coast Public Libraries computer training & some equipment are made possible by ¢
Library Services and Technology AGTAgrant administered by the State Library of Fluridla.

The Photographs

All photographs in this presentation
were taken by Charlie Sawyer

unless otherwise attributed.

All Rights Reserved
© Charles J. Sawyer

For more information about the photographs, please visit
CharlieSawyer.Com

What makes a great photograph?

Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima

By Joe Rosenthal / The Associated Press
Wikipedia.com




What makes a great photograph

Alnteraction between, and the sum of

1. Subject matter, meaning

2. Aesthetic qualities

3. Technical skill of the photographer

4. Camera settings

5. Capabilities of equipment

6. What you do after the image is captured
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1. Subject Matter & Meaning

aebyl alyé
Jeff Widener / Associated Press
kipedia.com

A Drama
A Story
A Meaning
ARight place
Tetons and Snake River A nght time
Vi R Right instant
A More later

2. Aesthetic Qualities

"' 7 A Composition
A Light

A Color
A Atmosphere
i Feeling
= i Emotion
~ A Seeing pix in
~ theworld
iab22R €
A More later




3. Technical skill of the photographe

1SO Speed

- A Knowing the effects of, and
_ 0

manipulating, the cameras
and its controls

A Understanding light and optics

A Knowing how the image is
affected by the things the
photographer chooses and
does

A Ability to capture what you
see or want

A More later

Cameraselects best IS0 Speed for the
scene,

4. Camera Settings

A Most modern digital
cameras can take
excellent pix most of
the time if set
correctly
A Shooting Modes
i Manual
T Automatic
T Mix of manual and
automatic settings

A More later

5. Capabilities of Equipment

A An expensive camera

i IS NOT required for great pix!

i Thoughit IS required for pro work
A Camera

i Megapixels

i Automatic Features

i Manual Features

i Performance
A Additional Equipment

i Tripod
— i Batteri
\;‘& i ies
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i Other Accessories

"' i\ A More later




6. What you do after
the image is captured

APurpose of shot
T Email
T Web posting
T Print
ASize of print
APhoto editing

T Not covered in this presentation

What makes a great photograph

Alnteraction between, and the sum of
1. Subject matter, meaning
Aesthetic qualities
Technical skill of the photographer
Camera settings
Capabilities of equipment
What you do after the image is captured
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1. Subject Matter & Meaning
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Historic Meaning

&

G¢ryl albyé o6¢AbylyYSYy {ld
by Jeff Widener / Associated Press
Wikipedia.com 13

V¢J day in Times Square
by Alfred Eisenstaedt, published in Life magazine
Wikipedia.com

Historic Meaning

The Falling Soldi¢®panish Civil War)

by Robert Capa
Wikipedia.com




Universal Meaning

Afghan Girl
by Steve McCurry for National Geographic

m/2009/04

Universal Meaning

Behind the Gare St. Lazare
Henri CartiesBresson
Wikipedia.com

Universal Meaning

Tetons and Snake River

by Ansel Adams
Wikipedia.com




BOTH Historic & Universal Meanin

A Drama, story, emotion
ARight place, right time
ARight instant

Personal Meaning

A Yourdrama
A Yourhistory
- A Youremotions
ALGQa aida
matter of
1 Right place
i Right time
T Right instant
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Elements of Design

ALine ATexture
AShape ADirection
ASpace ASize &
AColor Proportion
AComplexity APerspective
Asimplicity ARhythm &
Repetition

How could this picture be better?
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Get
closer by
framing,
zooming,

and/or

cropping

Butnow how could it be better?




