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The Photographs

All photographs in this presentation 

were taken by Charlie Sawyer 

unless otherwise attributed.
All Rights Reserved

© Charles J. Sawyer

For more information about the photographs, please visit

CharlieSawyer.Com
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What makes a great photograph?

Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima
By Joe Rosenthal  / The Associated Press

Wikipedia.com
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ÅInteraction between, and the sum of

1. Subject matter, meaning

2. Aesthetic qualities

3. Technical skill of the photographer

4. Camera settings

5. Capabilities of equipment

6. What you do after the image is captured

Å¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅ

What makes a great photograph?
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1. Subject Matter & Meaning

ÅDrama

ÅStory

ÅMeaning

ÅRight place 

ÅRight time

ÅRight instant

ÅMore later
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ά¢ŀƴƪ aŀƴέ 
by Jeff Widener / Associated Press
Wikipedia.com

Tetons and Snake River

by Ansel Adams
Wikipedia.com

2. Aesthetic Qualities

ÅComposition
ÅLight
ÅColor
ÅAtmosphere
ïFeeling
ïEmotion

ÅSeeing pix in 
the world 
ïάDƻƻŘ ŜȅŜέ

ÅMore later
6
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3. Technical skill of the photographer

ÅKnowing the effects of, and 
manipulating, the cameras 
and its controls

ÅUnderstanding light and optics

ÅKnowing  how the image is 
affected by the things the 
photographer chooses and 
does

ÅAbility to capture what you 
see or want

ÅMore later
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4. Camera Settings

ÅMost modern digital 
cameras can take 

excellent pix most of 
the time if set 

correctly 

ÅShooting Modes
ïManual

ïAutomatic

ïMix of manual and 
automatic  settings

ÅMore later
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5. Capabilities of Equipment

ÅAn expensive camera 
ï IS NOT required for great pix! 

ïThough it IS required for pro work

ÅCamera
ïMegapixels

ïAutomatic Features

ïManual Features

ïPerformance

ÅAdditional Equipment
ïTripod

ïBatteries

ïOther Accessories

ÅMore later
9
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6. What you do after 
the image is captured

ÅPurpose of shot

ïEmail

ïWeb posting

ïPrint

ÅSize of print

ÅPhoto editing
ïNot covered in this presentation
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ÅInteraction between, and the sum of

1. Subject matter, meaning

2. Aesthetic qualities

3. Technical skill of the photographer

4. Camera settings

5. Capabilities of equipment

6. What you do after the image is captured

What makes a great photograph?
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1. Subject Matter & Meaning
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Historic Meaning

ά¢ŀƴƪ aŀƴέ ό¢ƛŀƴŀƴƳŜƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎΣ /Ƙƛƴŀύ
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by Jeff Widener / Associated Press
Wikipedia.com

Historic Meaning

VςJ day in Times Square
by Alfred Eisenstaedt, published in Life magazine

Wikipedia.com
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Historic Meaning

The Falling Soldier(Spanish Civil War)
by Robert Capa 

Wikipedia.com
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Universal Meaning

Afghan Girl
by Steve McCurry for National Geographic

16
writelyso365.wordpress.com/2009/04/06/afghanistan-law-legalizing-rape/

Universal Meaning

Behind the Gare St. Lazare
Henri Cartier-Bresson

Wikipedia.com 17

Universal Meaning

Tetons and Snake River
by Ansel Adams

Wikipedia.com 18
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BOTH Historic & Universal Meaning

ÅDrama, story, emotion

ÅRight place, right time

ÅRight instant
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Personal Meaning

ÅYour drama 

ÅYourhistory

ÅYouremotions

ÅLǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ 
matter of

ïRight place

ïRight time

ïRight instant
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2. Aesthetic Qualities
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Elements of Design

ÅLine

ÅShape

ÅSpace

ÅColor

ÅComplexity

ÅSimplicity

ÅTexture

ÅDirection

ÅSize & 
Proportion

ÅPerspective

ÅRhythm & 
Repetition
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How could this picture be better?
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ά/ƭƻǎŜǊέ ƛǎ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ .ŜǘǘŜǊΗ

But now how could it be better?

Get 
closer by 
framing, 
zooming,

and/or
cropping
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