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What is an Operating System?

ÅWindows Vista is an operating system

ÅSimilar to a computerôs brain  

ÅWorks in the background

ÅAllows the computer to work smoothly  

ÅProvides foundation for programs/applications
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Versions of Vista

1. Home Basic :  No Windows Aero theme; no high def video

2. Home Premium:  For 1 CPU but multiple cores; supports 

HDTV, DVD authoring, games support for mobile and tablet 

PCs, etc.

3. Business:   For up to 2 CPUs; compares to XP Professional for 

business market

4. Windows Vista Enterprise:  For large, global organizations

5. Ultimate:  Combines all the features of Home Premium and 

Enterprise editions, plus "Ultimate Extras"

6. Windows Vista Starter:  Sold only in emerging markets (not US)
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Which edition of Vista are you using?
Click START button > RIGHT Click Computer > Properties

Right click
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See which edition of Vista you are using
Click STARTbutton > RIGHT Click Computer> Properties
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Changing from XP to Vista

·If youôre used to Windows XP, Vista has 

·Moved many things around

·Renamed some directories

·Has a different look

·Search function is greatly improved. 

Search box on nearly every page helps find 

what youôre looking for.

·Security is greatly improved.
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Windows Search Upgrades

·Instant Search: system-wide integrated 

search capabilities

·Faster and offers more customized 

search capabilities

·Search boxes added to Start menu, 

Explorer and Control Panel

Changing from XP to Vista

Compatibility

·Most software now Vista compatible, but no 

guarantee all applications work with Vista.   

·Be sure that your firewalls, anti-spyware and 

anti-virus software are Vista-Ready.

·Older hardware, such as printers, may or 

may not have Vista-compatible drivers.

10

Changing from XP to Vista
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What is a Driver?

·Software that lets your 

computer to communicate 

with hardware or devices 

connected to it (such as 

your printer, a video card 

or webcam)

·Without drivers, your 

devices will not work 

properly
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Where to find drivers

·In most cases, drivers come with Windows or 

can be found by going to: 

START > Control Panel > 
System and Maintenance > Windows Update

·If Vista doesn't have the driver you need, go 

to the website of the deviceôs manufacturer 
and check for a Vista-compatible driver
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Coming Up:  aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘΩǎ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ т

· Due to be released October 22, 2009  

· Similar to Vista with changes to clear up 

Vista issues  

·Will be released in 6 editions (like Vista)

14

Introduction:  Operating Systems & Vista

Windows Vista:  New Features
ÅNew Look / New Gadgets
ÅNew Start Menu
ÅWindows Explorer Upgrades
ÅNew / Upgraded Applications

Vista Control Panel
ÅSystem and Maintenance
ÅSecurity
ÅPrograms
ÅEase of Access



7/20/2009

8

15

±ƛǎǘŀΩǎ bŜǿ [ƻƻƪΥ  ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ !ŜǊƻ

·Translucent glass design 

·New window colors and 
some animations 

·Previews open windows in 
three-dimensional ñstacksò  

·Taskbar buttons show  live, 
thumbnail previews   

Note:

Some laptop users 
report that Aero 
uses more battery 
power than the 
more classic 
interface and can 
slow down their 
computer 
processing.
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How to Turn Aero On or Off
START > Control Panel > Appearance and Personalization > 

Personalization > Window Color and Appearance > Color Scheme
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Turning Aero On or Off
START > Control Panel > Appearance and Personalization > 

Personalization > Window Color and Appearance > Color Scheme
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Windows Flip and Flip 3D

·Shows all open windows, stacked on 

your desktop 

·Offers an alternative to clicking each 

window individually on the taskbar

·Taskbar buttons show live, thumbnail 

previews of each open window   
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Turning Flip 3D On
CTRL key + Windows logo key + TAB key
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Using Windows Flip 3D

·Flip through the windows by using your 

mouse scroll wheel

·Click a window in the stack to display 

that window

·To close Flip 3D, click outside the stack 

or press Escape
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Windows Sidebar

·New panel for Desktop Gadgets 
such as a clock, calendar, news 
headlines, weather and 9 others

·Can be placed on either side of 
the screen and dragged to any 
place on the desktop

·Download additional gadgets from 
the Windows Live Gallery at:

http://gallery.live.com/default.aspx?pl=1
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Start Windows Sidebar
START :  In Search Box , 

type �³�:�L�Q�G�R�Z�V���6�L�G�H�E�D�U���´���3�U�H�V�V��ENTER key


